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Organizational Profile  

Soroptimist International of Santa Rosa is part of Soroptimist International of the Americas, headquartered in 

Philadelphia, PA. The club joins Soroptimists in more than 120 countries and territories worldwide who offer 

programs that improve the lives of women through three distinct platforms: economic empowerment, elimination 

of violence, and gender equality. The organization’s major project is the Soroptimist Women's Opportunity Award, 

which disburses more than $1 million each year to head-of-household women who wish to make a better life for 

themselves and their families by improving their education, skills and employment prospects. Soroptimist also 

sponsors the Live Your Dream campaign in recognition of the power of women and their dreams. A 501(c)(3) 

organization, Soroptimist relies on charitable donations to support its programs. For more information visit 

Soroptimist.org.  

 

Organizational Mission 

Soroptimist’s mission is to improve the lives of women and girls, in local communities and around the world.  

 

Recognition Program  

The Soroptimist Ruby Award: For Women Helping Women (formerly the Soroptimist Making a Difference for 

Women Award) acknowledges women who, through their personal or professional activities, work to improve the 

lives of women and girls. The work of these women helps to promote the issues that are important to the 

Soroptimist organization. Honorees are ordinary women who have worked in extraordinary ways to benefit 

women and girls. Examples of the type of work honored include: spearheading an effort to open a domestic 

violence shelter, starting a mentoring program for at-risk girls, or lobbying companies to provide on-site child care. 

The program enables local Soroptimist clubs and the Soroptimist organization to thank these women and 

encourage others to explore ways to assist women and girls.  

The program begins on the club level, where the type of recognition varies. Award winners at the club level are 

eligible for additional awards at other levels of the organization. The finalist receives a $5,000 donation to the 

charity of her choice.  

Janney Montgomery Scott LLC is now a proud sponsor of the Soroptimist Ruby 

Award: For Women Helping Women. Established in 1832, Janney provides 

comprehensive financial advice and superior service to individual, corporate and 

institutional investors. Janney believes in building enduring client relationships 

based on integrity, experience and trust. 

 

This sponsorship demonstrates Janney’s investment in women who have worked in extraordinary ways to help 

other women and girls to live their dreams. In addition to the women/girls being served directly, Janney’s 

generous sponsorship of the Ruby Award ultimately helps families, communities, and the world.  
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Eligibility Requirements  

Women who are improving the lives of other women or girls through their professional or personal activities are 

eligible for the Soroptimist Ruby Award. These women have identified and focused on a need in their communities, 

which has significantly contributed to the improvement of women and girls’ lives.  

Although Soroptimist clubs are free to honor a woman for a lifetime of good work, the majority of the work should 

have occurred within the past two years. Previous award winners, Soroptimists and Soroptimist employees are not 

eligible for the award. 

Past Recipients 

Past Federation level Making a Difference for Women recipients include: domestic violence expert/advocate Elaine 

Weiss; former U.S. Congresswomen Patsy Mink and Patricia Schroeder; novelist/former district attorney Linda 

Fairstein; Princess Diana; former child actor/U.S. Ambassador Shirley Temple Black; former Philippines President 

Corazon Aquino; marine biologist Dr. Sylvia Earle.  
 

Local recipients nominated by Soroptimist International of Santa Rosa include: Bonnie Wood and Linda Swan from 

The Living Room; Marie De Santis from Women’s Justice Center; Lia Rowley from The Children’s Village; Laura 

Wood from the American Cancer Society Santa Rosa chapter; the late Barbara Love from HeadStart; Andrea 

Weinstein from InterFaith Shelter Network; Susan Moore from Roseland Community Prep. 

 

For more information for the local Santa Rosa chapter award, contact June Hunter-Clarke at 707-592-0576 or email 

June at jhunterclarke@vantreo.com.  


